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John Sibbick has been an independent
illustrator for nearly 30 years, covering
subjects as diverse as world mythology,
fantasy and natural history. Following
an interest that began as a boy visiting
London’s Natural History Museum, in
1985 he worked on his first dinosaur
book. Today much of his time is devoted
to reconstructing fossil creatures and
prehistoric environments.
John’s work has been seen in many
museums and travelling exhibitions
as well as work for television. Specially
commissioned work has also appeared
in the dinosaur galleries in the Natural
History Museum, the National Museum
of Scotland in Edinburgh and the
Gamegori Museum in Japan. At the end
of last year he collaborated with Bristol
Museum to reconstruct the stunning
fossil display of Scelidosaurus – probably
the most complete British dinosaur on
show.

Train

From Ryde and Shanklin to
Sandown station.
Then either a 20 minute walk
following the Sandown Rail
Trail along Station Avenue
to the beach and turn left
towards Dinosaur Isle. Or book
a taxi for collection from the
rank at the station.

Car (Sat nav. PO36 8QA)

We are on the B3395 coastal
road at Culver Parade.
Car parking is free between
November and March. Up to
£2.50 of the parking fee may
be redeemed against the
admission charge.

Bus

at Dinosaur Isle, Sandown
20 July - 31 Oct 2009

Admission

Adult 		
£5
Child (3 to 15)
£3
Family (2 +2)
£14.50
Student / OAP £4
Discounts for pre-booked
groups of 10 or more. Call for
details.
Last admission One hour
before closing. Allow one to
two hours for your visit, or
three hours if including a fossil
walk. Children under 12 must
be accompanied by an adult.

A exhibition of dinosaur
art by the leading natural
history artist John Sibbick

Opening times

Apr to Sept 10am to 6pm
Oct 10am to 5pm
Nov to Mar 10am to 4pm
Jan call for opening.

2 , 8, 10 Newport to Sandown
This leaflet is printed
2,3 Ryde to Sandown
on paper from
Island Breezer – Summer only
sustainable resources.
Open top Sandown Bay tour.
Island Coaster – Summer only Dinosaur Isle,
Sandown,Isle of Wight
Road train taking a circular
PO36 8QA
route around Sandown every
30 mins

(01983) 404344

www.dinosaurisle.com

Reconstructing
the dinosaur
John Sibbick tells us in his own words
the process he goes through when
creating a new piece
“Reconstruction involves building up the information
I have available, gathered from a wide variety of
different sources, and bringing together the elements
in a convincing way.
“Every commission is different and usually has specific
aims and limitations. Book illustrations, for example,
have to adhere to certain dimensions and shapes, as
there are usually accompanying photos and text. For
museum work, the reconstruction may support the
actual fossil material and so should put the animal in
a wider context, giving an indication of structure, how
and where it lived.
“My methods of approaching a commission haven’t
really changed much over the years. For basic
information I still use books, magazines and scientific

publications, as well as new technology/the internet.
I then contact the real experts – paleontologists
and fossil preparators – for detailed analysis of fossil
remains. Unsurprisingly I produce a lot of sketches
– studies of internal or external skeletons, muscles,
plants and landscapes, before designing the finished
piece. It is at this stage that a dialogue is created
between the client, the experts and myself – there is

a lot of sending sketches back and forth so that any
necessary changes can be made.
“To help with building body shape, I sometimes
use my sketches to make models in plasticine. This
allows me to see the animal from any viewpoint and
to photograph the way the shadows fall. External
detail is added at the painting stage. Colour and
skin patterns are not preserved in fossils, so I have
to look to living animals to influence and inspire my
reconstruction. Sometimes skin texture does survive
- in dinosaurs, for instance, as fossilised ‘mummies’.
Stomach contents and coprolites (dung) can give
a clue to diet and plants living at the time. Large
assemblages of trackways or footprints can indicate
gait and speed , or whether they lived in social groups.
“The aim of any reconstruction is to show the
anatomical structure and to tell a story about the
creature (how it lived and possibly how it died) or to
illustrate a certain behaviour – perhaps a dinosaur
caring for its young or attracting a mate; a pterosaur
walking on all fours; or giant apes grooming each
other. Once all the available scientific pieces of the
jigsaw have been assembled, the artistic part plays an
important role in bringing the story to life.”

